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Express-News: America Targets Terrorism
Pentagon calls up nearly 1,100 AF
reservists based at Lackland

By Sig Christenson
Express-News Military Writer

Web Posted : 10/17/2001 12:00 AM

The Pentagon ordered nearly 1,100 Air Force reservists with the 433rd
Airlift Wing at Lackland AFB to active duty Tuesday.

The reservists — 1,082 in all — will support C-5 aircraft operations for
the wing, typically the most visible military units in San Antonio.

"They will go into service as soon as they receive a deployment or
activation order," said Capt. David Kurle, a spokesman with the Air Force
Reserve Command at Robins AFB in Georgia.

The call-up of the 433rd, which constitutes about one-third of its force
strength, is the largest yet for reservists in the Alamo City area.

Tens of thousands of National Guard and Air Force Reserve troops have
been called up or been ordered to active duty since the Sept. 11 terror
attacks.

Among those were more than 400 Texas National Guardsmen, who were
recently assigned to protect 26 airports around the state, including San
Antonio International.

In a separate activation, the Defense Department said last month that 390
personnel from the Air Intelligence Agency in San Antonio had been
ordered to full-time service, as well as 273 from the Air Education and
Training Command, headquartered at Randolph AFB.

Australia announced it will begin deploying troops and military hardware
to the Persian Gulf over the next two weeks to join the U.S.-led coalition.

Prime Minister John Howard said Wednesday the deployment of about
1,550 troops was ordered after a telephone request overnight from
President Bush.

"He indicated the United States would like to activate the commitment that Fxpress News
Australia had made to join the coalition force. I indicated that Australia PAGE -/

would respond," Howard told reporters. DATE /7 (9()} o/
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While the 433rd in San Antonio may have been expected to play a Photos
significant role in the nation's response to the terrorist attacks, little Afghanistan's
information was available late Tuesday about the unit's involvement in Frontlines

United States

Strikes Back
On the Edge in

Pentagon operations linked to the conflict.

Top Air Force officials could not be reached for comment.

Pakistan
Backed by a force of 3,300 at Lackland, the 433rd's giant airlifters have Interactive
supported troops in the Persian Gulf War and flown food to hurricane- Afghanistan at the
ravaged Honduras. Crossroads of Asia

Attack discussion
Late Tuesday, 433rd spokesman Lt. Col. Meade Warthen said that "some"

members of the unit had been ordered to active duty. lS-}Ienakrih able victim
. o , database
That's all I can say at this point," Warthen said. Print your own
: : flag |
The reservists have 72 hours to report to duty, the Air Force Reserve Official donations
Command's Kurle said.
Fraudulent

The Texas delegation was notified of the 433rd call-up on Sunday. Kurle charity warning
said no more than 1,082 reservists with the wing could be ordered to duty.  Federal
Emergency
sigc(@express-news.net Management
Agency
The Associated Press contributed to this story. -
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Express-News: Military
| Soldiers to get new homes

| By Sig Christenson

Express-News Military Writer
Web Posted : 10/17/2001 12:00 AM

Staff Sgt. Eddie Davis and his family won't soon forget their house — the

| one that came with a trench, sandbags, small snakes, grasshoppers and
| wood roaches.

"As long as it doesn't rain, I'm happy," said Davis, who said the trench and

sandbags help keep water from coming inside.

But this time next year, perhaps, Davis and other soldiers living in Fort
Sam Houston's run-down Harris Heights subdivision won't have to keep
one eye on the sky and another on their aging, dilapidated homes.

A House-Senate conference committee Tuesday approved $11.2 million
for a new housing project at Fort Sam Houston.

Under the Military Construction Appropriations Bill, 80 new family
housing units would be built in Harris Heights, starting next year.

The House and Senate are expected to approve the measure later this
week.

Word of the action delighted another fellow career soldier living in Harris
Heights, Sgt. 1st Class Edward Salazar, as well as Fort Sam's top
commander, Maj. Gen. Kevin C. Kiley.

"That is just great news. I am thrilled," Kiley said.

"This is a good thing they're doing for our families," said Salazar, a 20-
year veteran who has endured plumbing problems and a never-ending war
on roaches in his home. "If they want to keep people in (the service), this
is one area we are concerned about."

Earlier this year, U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, pledged to
seek funding to begin the first phase of a project that would replace all the
homes in Harris Heights, a half-century-old post community of 252
duplexes and single-family homes.

The Harris Heights Revitalization Project would replace all the

http://news.mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=saen&x1b=340&xlc=406358&x1d=180
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residences by 2006 at a total cost of at least $38.8 million.

"Especially during these times when we have increased deployments and
personnel shortages, it is in our national interest to continue to show our

dedicated troops and their families that we appreciate their sacrifice and

commitment," Hutchison said Tuesday.

Shifting earth and root growth have ripped through or crushed water and
sewer lines and cracked the foundations of homes in Harris Heights and
another housing area known as Patch-Chaftee.

Some Harris Heights homes have been vacated and boarded up.

A married father of three children ranging from 4 to 12 years old, Salazar,
39, said a bathtub in his home seeps water into a bedroom and closet.
Water underneath the kitchen caused the floor to buckle.

During heavy rains, Davis' master bedroom has flooded, prompting the
Army to build a trench and put sandbags around the walls and a door
outside.

He and his wife, Engerr, fought off small, non-poisonous Texas
blindsnakes, as well as grasshoppers and roaches.

The Brookings Institution's Michael O'Hanlon called housing a "morale

and retention issue," a view shared by retired Army Col. David
Hackworth, a syndicated columnist.

"[t's great that Congress has finally realized that if they want to have a
viable military force, they're going to have to ensure that the soldiers have
good rifles, good training and good family quarters," he said.

sigc(@express-news. net
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Express-News: Military
S S.A. rep seeks new Gl renter rule

. By Gary Martin

§ San Antonio Express-News
§ Web Posted : 10/17/2001 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON — A Pentagon initiative to privatize military housing has
created an unintended consequence that could strip 9,500 children of their
eligibility for free or reduced-priced meals under the National School
Lunch Program, educators and lawmakers said Tuesday.

Federal accounting rules count as salary allowances paid to private
developers operating base housing. When the money is added to the
paychecks of enlisted personnel, some may earn too much money to
qualify for the lunch program for their children.

Dr. John Deegan, chief executive officer for the Military Impacted
Schools Association, said the increased income for noncommissioned
officers and enlisted personnel means thousands of children "are going to
lose their free or reduced lunch."

"This is really an issue of health and nutrition," said Deegan, whose
organization represents 55 major school districts serving U.S. bases.

Efforts failed to change the accounting glitch at the Pentagon through
administrative procedures.

"It seems like there was a lot of bureaucracy that we could not penetrate,"
Deegan said.

As Congress winds down its legislative business for the year, lawmakers
- from states with military bases are scrambling to find a solution.

Rep. Ciro Rodriguez, D-San Antonio, has filed a bill that would change
the accounting standards so that housing allowances paid to developers for
military personnel do not disqualify children for the lunch program.

Currently, children in a family of four with an annual income of $32,653
or less are eligible for reduced-price lunches. Those meals are free when
the annual income is $22,945 or less, according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which administers the school lunch program.

For some members of the armed services, housing allowances of up to
http://news.mysanantonio.com/story.cfm?xla=saen&x1b=340&x1c=405898&x1d=180
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$1,000 per month, paid directly to developers of base housing, count as
salary and not as a benefit. The increase also pushes many incomes above
lunch program limits.

"Now is not the time to be cutting benefits for the lowest ranking members
of the armed services, especially as we mobilize our troops for the war on
terrorism,” said Rodriguez, a member of the House Armed Services
Committee.

Rodriguez's bill would cost $14 million over 10 years, according to the
Congressional Budget Office.

Other legislative efforts are under way. Deegan said his association is
working with Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, the chairman of the House
Education and Workforce Committee, and Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb.

School districts also are lobbying lawmakers to change the accounting
procedure because funding for nutrition, technology and educational
programs drops when the number of children who benefit from the
programs declines.

"The way these formulas are set up, we get a discount for services based
on the percentage of students who are disadvantaged," said David Splitek,
superintendent of the Lackland School District, which serves Lackland
AFB.

Last year, enrollment decline in the school lunch program cost the
Lackland district $80,000, out of a budget of $10 million, Splitek said.

Deegan said schools in a small community like Bellevue, Neb., which
serves 2,800 families living at Offutt AFB, can be hard hit by a reduction
in program funding.

"And the only ones who suffer, in the end, are the kids," Deegan said.

gmarrin@express-news. net
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Ban on Kelly
water use urged

Consultant suggests
monitoring equipment
and tree plantings.
__..._._.’_

BY JERRY NEEDHAM
AND WiLLIAM PACK
EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITERS

A consultant hired to eval-
uate Air Force plans for clean-
up of contaminated groundwa-
ter near the former Kelly AFB
is recommending that the city
ban all use of the shallow
groundwater in the area and
that the Air Force install con-
tinuous monitoring equipment
to determine if potential vapors
from the contamination are
harmful.

Zephyr Environmental Corp.,
an Austin-based firm hired by
the City Council in August to
examine proposed cleanup
strategies, is backing a modi-
fied version of one of six reme-
diation options offered by the
Air Force, while arguing that
more time may be needed to
clean up the contamination
than the 25 years estimated by
Air Force officials.

Zephyr is recommending
that' pump-and-treat systems
using vertical wells — rather
than the horizontal wells pro-
posed by the Air Force — be in-
stalled in areas of highest
chemical concentration and
that 800 poplar trees be planted
on the banks of the San Anto-
nio River to draw out and dis-
perse any contamination that
may reach the river.

Those findings were con-
tained in a report sent to coun-
cil this week by the city's Envi-
ronmental  Services Depart-
ment. The department will
officially report the results to
the council at its regular meet-
ing Thursday.

The department’s report, au-
thored by Acting Director Da-
niel Cardenas, says the city's

staff also will make recommendations
as a result of the report.

Among the staff recommendations
will be an ongoing effort with the Air
Force to monitor selected sites for po
tentially harmful vapors.

The staff also is recommending ini-
tiatives aimed at plugging all shallow
groundwater wells in the plume area
and requiring double-casing for new
water wells that reach into the Ed-
wards Aquifer, which is separated
from the contaminated aquifer by
more than 1,000 feet of rock and clay.

The report allows the city to stake a
position in the dispute between the Air
Force and residents in Southwest Side
neighborhoods around the decommis-
sioned base over steps that should be
taken to protect the public.

The Kelly Restoration Advisory
Board — a community-dominated
board created by the Air Force — had
not heard the consultant’s recommen-
dations when it met Tuesday night.

But the board, rather than recom-
mending a specific strategy for clean-
up, voted to send its community co-
chair to the council with several sug-
gestions.

Among them were that the board fa-
vors the most aggressive, fastest and
safest cleanup possible, that the city
evaluate the reuse potential of the

cleaned water, and that the board fa-
vors supplemental or teaming projects
to help improve the neighborhood dur-
ing the cleanup.

The Air Force already has spent $235
million on the cleanup.

No cost estimate was provided for
the recommended treatment, but the
Air Force had pegged the cost with
horizontal wells at about $30 million.

The pollution from on-base indus-
trial activities seeped into groundwater
under the base and eventually moved
underneath 20,000 homes and busi-
nesses in a 10-square-mile area.

Federal health officials have yet to
find any links between the pollution
and a variety of illnesses afflicting for-
mer workers and nearby residents.

Two councilmen who represent resi-
dents in the area of the base-turned-in-
dustrial park said they are glad the
consultant has completed its work and
are anxious to analyze the results.

Councilman David A. Garcia said he
would meet with Zephyr officials today
so that he has a clear understanding of
the recommendations.

Councilman Enrique Martin said he
had not reviewed the report but hopes
it contains specific steps to protect the
public.

“We've had enough dialogue,” Mar-
tin said.

jneedham(@express-news.net
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| 3 Texas sailors were among the dead on
| American destroyer
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By Sig Christenson

Express-News Military Writer

Web Posted : 10/15/2001 3:00 PM

| It's been one year since a terror blast left a huge hole in the destroyer USS

Cole and in the lives of 17 families who lost children there.

@ The Cole has been patched up, but the same can't be said for the families

of three Texans who died on the destroyer.

With only the memories of their children left to cling to, the parents of
Gary Graham Swenchonis Jr., Ronchester Santiago and Timothy Lee
Gauna have endured the past year.

One has lost some of his faith in God. Others wonder if justice exists. All
distrust the U.S. government.

"The main thing I feel that I've lost, and my wife lost as well, is faith in
government and any trust in government at all," said Gary Graham
Swenchonis Sr., 46, of Rockport. "When I say our government, I mean our
leaders."

A profound alienation has developed among Swenchonis and many other
relatives of the sailors lost when terrorists set off a blast that nearly sank
the Cole one year ago Friday. They're skeptical of American resolve in
finding those responsible, and they feel spurned by government leaders.

"We got a lot of speeches — rah-rah speeches — "They'll have no safe
harbor and there will be no place to hide and you will be brought to
justice,' said Anton Gunn, whose brother, Cherone Louis Gunn, 22, died
in the blast. "We got no action, we got no follow-up; I mean, there's
nothing. We've got nothing."

Rather than attend a ceremony Friday in Norfolk, Va., marking the
anniversary and the dedication of a monument honoring the dead,
Swenchonis, his wife, Deb, and daughter, Shalala Woods, instead visited
their son's grave at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery.

Deb Swenchonis used scissors to cut the stems of several red roses before
kneeling to put them into a vase and place it next to her son's white marble
FANL v 1+=TROINT £ 11—12N
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headstone.

As the trio stood in silence, rifle fire from the cemetery's Memorial
Service Detachment erupted nearby.

"I thought it was really ironic," Gary Swenchonis Sr. said. "Another volley
on Oct. 12 for Gary."

More than 1,000 people, meanwhile, gathered in Norfolk for a half-hour
ceremony broadcast nationwide. The families of three Cole victims did not
attend, the Navy said.

While Rogelio Santiago Sr. and his wife, Simeona, left their Kingsville
home to join Gunn and his family at the Norfolk event, Sarah Gauna kept
her normal routine of the past year — visiting her son's grave three times
over the course of the day.

The Norfolk ceremony "is more show for the Navy, more politics," she
said.

"Why should I go?" asked 39-year-old Gauna, from a small community
near Dallas. "It's not going to bring Tim back."

Swenchonis, 26, of Rockport; Santiago, 22, of Kingsville; and Gauna, 21,
of the North Texas town of Ennis perished when a bomb blew a 40-by-40-
foot hole in the Cole's hull while the ship refueled in Aden, Yemen.

The attack sparked dual probes by Yemeni and FBI investigators, but the
inquiries have yet to result in trials or a U.S. counterstrike.

Exiled Saudi millionaire Osama bin Laden is thought to have been
involved in the bombing but hasn't claimed responsibility.

Past and present government officials have assured the families they're
still seeking the attackers. Still, they choose their words carefully, not
wanting to promise more than they can deliver.

"I can give them a sense that the FBI has never stopped their efforts in
investigating this crime, this attack," said the Pentagon's Rear Adm. Craig
Quigley. "But I can never promise, and neither can the FBI, what they're
going to find."

Washington has "an obligation to the families to say that we will seek

justice," former Defense Secretary William Cohen said. "We can arrest

them and prosecute them — that's one thing — and track them down and

eliminate them. That, too, will be a form of justice."

Meanwhile, the families fight daily to keep their children's memories 0/
alive.

Outside the Swenchonises' home north of Rockport, three flagpoles stand
surrounded by rocks and red, white and blue flowers.
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The flags are those of the Army and Navy — the two military branches
Gary Jr. served in — and the U.S. flag that covered his casket.

An hour or so to the southwest, in Kingsville, the Santiagos have taken
inventory of the things the Navy sent back from the Cole — his boots,
uniforms and souvenirs.

Far from South Texas in Rice, a community off Interstate 45 just south of
Dallas, Gauna keeps her son's clothes, Navy books and poems in two
cedar chests that sit on each side of her bed. Timothy's blue USS Cole cap
and two teddy bears also are within arm's reach.

A cherished Mother's Day poem he published in the Ennis Daily News
during the mid-1990s rests atop one of the chests.

"My mother has done the best she could to raise me and I wouldn't change
nothing in the world because I love her," he wrote.

Tim graduated from Ennis High School in 1997 and joined the Navy two
years later, serving as an information systems technician on the Cole. He
hoped to study accounting at the University of Texas and later rejoin the
Navy as an officer.

Ronchester Santiago, too, had his eyes on the University of Texas, where
he wanted to study engineering. As a young boy, he often tinkered with
electronic toys.

"Some of his friends called him the little MacGyver," said his father,
Rogelio Santiago, referring to the TV character who always found
innovative ways to get out of jams.

Gary Jr. apparently had found his calling in the Navy, where he served as
a fireman aboard the Cole. Before, he graduated from Rockport-Fulton
High School in 1994 and served four years in the Army.

After his death, his parents sold their house in town and turned to the
isolation of a wooded area. But unanswerable questions have haunted
them.

Those issues were magnified when suicide bombers killed thousands last
month in the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

"I wonder if (U.S. officials ) lay in bed at night and think about all those
innocent people who died because of their lack of action, because they
were trying to satisfy Middle East politics," Gary Swenchonis Sr. said.

"It's a political game and 17 sailors died because of politics," retired Navy
chief Lou Gunn, 51, of Virginia Beach. Va., commented in lamenting the
death of his son.

At 56, the elder Santiago spends most of his time at home looking at
pictures of his son and pondering fate.
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"I have second thoughts (about God's existence)," said Santiago, a retired
Navy chief raised as a Catholic. "I've got a lot of things to say about that,
but to make it short, I lost some of my faith (in) God, I (lost) some of my
trust in our decision-makers in the country."

Like the elder Santiago, Gauna feels guilt over not having been able to
protect her son. Over the last year, she's turned inward, visiting her son's
grave — her refuge when the world closes in.

"That's my way of healing," Gauna said. "I get this knot I my stomach, |
have to go visit him and start crying and screaming, or whatever anger |
have in my stomach.

"It's like a knot you get in there and you feel like it's going to come up
your throat and you're going to either get mad or you're going to hurt
somebody, but I don't. I go out there with nobody out there to bother me
and I start screaming and crying."

sigc(@express-news.net
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Show goes on for

Air Force’s Tops in Blue

Lana SweetenShults
Times Hecord News
Thirty-six thousand
" pounds of equipment. .
Try hauling it. Lifting it.
i Setting it up. Tearing it
: down. Every day It could
" suck the top of the mornin’
out of anyone, but not Tops
inBlue. .. . .
At the top of the mornin’
on Monday, the 32-member
contingent sputtered around
Memorial Auditorium like
an army of ants, skirting the
dress of their day jobs —
theitr Air Force “blues” — for
maroon shirts and black
pants. . Tops in Blue stage-
hands pulled in lighting
“equipment, chains and black.
trunks fllled with sparkly
uniforms from a window
where, below, more stage-
hands unloaded an 18-wheel-
er. .
. Only, these stagehands
also happen to be the enter-
talners of Tops in Blue, the
premier Air Force entertain-
ment group, which was in
town Monday to perform its
“The Magic of Music” show.
After four hours of setting

up those 36,000 pounds of

equipment, the group goes
into rehearsals, puts on a
beaming smile and some
sequined clothes, performs a
show, then tears down the
stage and heads to the next
town. '

~ “Everyone has five to six
jobs,” said 1st Lt. Joni
Grunewald, the group’s pub-
lic affairs. officer, who won
her slot as a Tops in Blue .

- vocalist after winning the”

talent competition” on her
home base, Eielson Air Force
Base in Alaska, then wowing
Tops in Blue talent-seekers.

at.a worldwide competition.

“Like our transportation
coordinator runs the spot-
light during the show. One of
the truck drivers.is-in the

show. Everyone does every-

thing." _ : .
Call the group a self-con-
tained entertainment entity
with this as its mantra:
Entertain troops and their
families while boosting their

morale and upping tHeir

‘patriotism.

It's a mission that has

‘marched on to loftier fields

of late, ever gince the terror-
ist attacks on Sept. 11.

The entertainment. unit
was actually in Spain at the

- time of the attacks.
© "We were rehearsing, and -
our flight crew came aver .”

and told us,” Grunewald
said, “ . .. Our tour director
told us, ‘Get your stuff and -
g0 up to the hotel and wait’ .

. . We were in shdtk. It was
the first time we had a show
c?ndele.d.s 1] B . .

Stranded in Europe and
not able to fly home, the
group traveled to Germany,
where they regrouped and
Iegrned more patriotic and
tribute songs to add to their
show.

“We were all real nervous
they were going to end our
tour,” Grunewald said. “we
thought there was now way

they’re going to lef us sing

..and dance . .. But they said,

if anything, they would need
s more now.” :
Tops in Blue canceled sev-

~ eral overseas dates, includ-

ing the European’ leg of its
tour. “They said there were
no U.S. air flights in and out
of places like Turkey and
Saudi Arabia . . . We can-
celed our European tour and
came home,”

However, Grunewald said

- the Pacific leg of this Tops

in Blue show is still on,
Lighting director Mark
Lindell Sr., an airman at
Offut Air Force Base in
Nebraska, is doing his sec-
ond tour with Tops in Blue.
He decided to try out again
for the . amateur show

" becauss, he ‘said, “This is a

very noble program . . . b§pe-

clally overseas, whe;‘s they

[V
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need us. With:the ¢urrent -

state of affairs, they need to
laugh again.”

Lindell said he has
noticed the change in the
mood of ‘the country by
watching the response of
Tops in Blue audiences.

“It’s nice to see everybody
ralhied around the flag,” he
said.

Tops in Blue hoped for its .

show last night, it wouldn’t
have to overcome the techni-
cal difficulties it did at last
year’s show,

That’s when a.sound-
board blew and the crew had

to find another one while an .
anxious crowd waited for

more than an hour for the
show to begin. :

82 TRW PUBLIC AFFAIR

The same kind of techni-

| cal snafus have happened on

this tour, like in Colorado
when a generator went out

- — twice.

“We were like, ‘God, what
do we do? ” | said
Grunewald. .

They put the sax player
on stage to entertain the
crowd while the bass player,
who also takes care of the
generator, worked oun the
problem. _

Despite ' the
Tops and Blue has fun with
its song and dance; '

Airman 1st Class Alberto
Ramirez, who joined the

troubles, -

Gary Lawson/Times Record News

John Cappuccio lifts a drum set into posi- Monday afternoon as members of Tops In
tion on the stage at Memorial Auditorium Blue prepared for their performance.

:-" show from Altus, Okla., said
what he likes about the show
- Is “definitely the satisfaction

— just to see their (the audi-
ence’s) faces. .

“I'm very grateful we get
to-come.” :

Arts and entertainment
editor Lana Sweeten-Shults
can be reached at (940) 720-
3462 or by e-mail at shult-
sl@wercom.

s
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The International Good
Neighbor Council (IGNC)
Fiesta - de Amistad
International Parade -kicked
«ff close to the 10 a.m. sched-
uled time. Braving the cool
lbreeze. Del Rio and Ciudad
Acuba residents lined along
-South Main Street anticipating
ia fun time,

The traditional U.S./Mexico
'theme reached new heights as
the overall theme, for the year
‘was ‘America and Patriotism’.

The different veterans® orga-
‘Nizations made a huge hit as

“veterans and members of the

ladies auxiliaries walked
alongside the floats handing
out American flags 1o all of the
children within their reach and
even the adults who asked for
one. The Del Rio High School
M-ig_hty Ram Band played
patriotic songs as crowds
cheered. the sitting stogd and
children waved their newly
acquired flags. )
Toddia Fowler, Miss Del Rio
Texas U.S.A. Ana Tellez and
Miss Lake Amistad Teen
U.S.A. Christy Tamez. Various
school courts ranging from
elementary to high "school-
level also made an appearance.

Marching groups included
the AFJROTC Raiders, the
AFJRQTC Blue Tops (both
precision drill teams), Del Rio
High School Belles, the
Middle School Band, the
AFJROTC Color Guard and

many participating Acufia
school bands and spirit groups.
Dignitaries on display were

_parade Marshal Polo Del Rio,
- Mr. Amistad Texas State repre-
- sentative Pete P. Gallego, Ms.

Amistad Martha Mendoza, Del
Rio Mayor Dora G. Alcala, Val
Verde County Sheniff
D’Wayne Jernigan, Laughlin
Air Force Base’s Col. Rick
Rosborg, commander 47th
Flying  Training Wing.
Command Chief Master Sgt.
Stephen A. Enyeart and Del
Rio IGNC President
Valdez  aecompanied by
Ciudad Acuna IGNC President
Carlos Lara. Marta Galindo,
Texas Teacher of the Year also
-participated.

Strangely enough, the com-
motion that began with the lin-
ing of the parade floats did not
end when the parade route did.
The floats attempting to reach
the Del Rio Intermational Toll
Bridge were left 10 wait in
lines almost long enough 1o
reach the Mexican Cosulate
oftices.

Arrangements for (he parade
floats’ entrance into Mexico
were wrecked when lines of

_vehicles ahead of the floars

were  as  long  as  the
International Bridge iisell’
Mexico's Port of Eniry was
backed up as every vehicle
was inspected before being
allowed ‘into Mexico. The

DAY: Fis| DATE:/

‘braved past t

Miss Del
toll bridge, but
chose to returf instead of wait-
ing in the[ lines. Alcoa-
Fujikura, the [veterans organi-
zations and the IGNC presi-

dents were clgared a path past -

the many othey vehicles in Jine

so they could freach the Acufia

parade route fin time. As the

vehicles rolldd by, Del Rio

io Court float-
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out,
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Unitéd State
were past th
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riders were
luck.

Five trophi
participants i
International
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filled the floag

P
LAY
DEL RIO

entry,

Port of Entry
tallest point of
floats and their
need of that

$ were given 1o
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la Cultura float

with flowers
ue of Liberty as
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- The Eisenhower and Lopez-

Mateo second place entry tro-
phy is named in honor of the
American and Mexican presi-
dents at’' the time of the

Armustad Dam’s inauguration,

“The trophy wept to Alcoa-

Fujikura’s a world unjted

themed float. :
The Aubrey Rowland' third
place award was presented to

~Dr. Lonnie Green Elementary

Student Council. Fiesta de
Amistad Award, an honorable
mention,. went to the best
marching ‘unit, Steve Sosa’s
United Power Cheer Wildcats.
" The International Good

Neighbor Council Award, rec- .
ognizing the parade entry with
the best display promoting
intemational friendship went

47 FTW P4

to East Side Elementary’s
Royal Court.

Judges for the parade were
Laura Guzman and Ana Lisa
Hernandez, both former Del
Rioans.

Alejandring,. on the first

float, provided the first clue
that the parade was an interna-

tional one with her rendition of

musica ranchera. Musical per-
formances also in the parade
included Las Hermanitas
Montalvo,  Tejano Heat,
Margarita, Extremo, Grupo
Mysterio and  Robert Wade
among others. '

The IGNC Miss Del Rio
Court consisted of Miss Del
Rio Katie Sutherland, First
Runperzup Sara Hernandez,
Second Runner-up Maytre

PAGE @3

Solis, M
Ramos a
Meghan

ss Photogenic Lydia
d Miss Congeniality
ack. Accompanying
the Del Rjio court was Sefiorita
Acuia Amistad Ana Laura
Palacios, |in her first appear-
ance since her coronation
Friday night.

Other geigning queens fea-
tured in the parade were San
Felipe Exes Black and White

Ball Que¢n Jessica Gutierrez,

United Civic Organization
(U.C.O). Eueen Valerie Vogt,
S8an Fellpe Lions Oueen

DAY: <, 4| DATE: /4
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Capt. James F. Linzey
- to be profiled in .|
Marquis Who's Whao

Former Laughlin Air Force
Base officer amd chaplain,
Capt. James F. Linzey has
been selected to be included in
a biographical directory pub-
lished-by Marquis Who’s who,
the leading biographical refer-

. ence publisher of the highest

achievers and - contributors
from across the country and
around the world.
* Linzey .will: be profiled in
the 2002 edition of Who's
Who in America and Who’s
Who in the World, which will
be avajlable in December.
"Linzey is the noted author

DAY: e

47 FTW PA

of A Divine Appointment§in
Washington , D.C., nomiyajed
as a reserve officer of the ydar,
and was a contributing voc
in the CD " When the Wotld
Turns to God, which was Iﬁl e
first round of votes for Spedial
Event Album of the Year in {
1996 . Dove Aw}
Nomination.

officer in the 249th Si
Battalion of the Texas An
Natiopal Guard. “3
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'GUEST: COLUMNIST

'FW: The critical

God Bless America!!!
Dear friends, and fellow
Americans: '
Like everyone else in this
great country, 1 am reeling.
from the recent attack on our
sovereignty. But unlike some,
1 am not reeling from surprise.
As a career soldier and a
student and teacher of military
history, I have a different per-
spective and | ‘think you
should hear it.
This war will be won or lost
- by the American citizens, not
diplomats, politicians or ‘sol-
_diers. Let me briefly explain.
" In spite of what the media, and
- €VEN our own governmenl is
telling us, this act was not
- committed by a group ol men-
tally deranged fanatics. To dis-
miss -them as such would be
among the gravest of mistakes.
This attack was committed by
a ferocious, intelligent and
dedicated adversary.
Don’t take this the wrong
. way. I don’t admire these men
* and 1 deplore their tactics, but
I respect their capabilities.
The many parallels that have
. been made. with the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor are
apropos.
Not only because it was a

i fear us,

brilliant sneak attack against a :
- complacent America, but also :

bécause we' may ‘well be
pulling our new adversaries
out of caves 30 years after we

think this war is over, just like -

my father’s generation had 1o

do with the formjdable
Japanese in the years follow-
ing WW L

These men hate the United
States with all of their being,
and we must not underestimate
the power of their moral com-
mitment. Napoleon, perhaps
the world’s greatest combina-

tion of soldier and statesinan,
stated “the moral is to the
physical as three is 1o one.”
Patton thought the Frenchman
underestimated its importance
and said moral conviction was
five times more imponant in
battle than physical strength.

Our enemies are willing - bet-

ter said, anxious — to give
their lives for their cause.
How committed are we to
America? And for how long?

In addition 10 demonstrat-
ing great moral conviction, the
recent attack demonstrated a
mastery of some of the basic
fundamentals of warfare
taught to most military officers
worldwide, namely simplicity,

security and surprise. When | |
first heard rumors that some of 1. . _
* and supportivg until the strate-

these men may have been

trained at our own Air War col- !

lege, it made perfect sense to -

me. This was not a random act

of violence, and we can expect .

the same sort of military com-

petence to be displayed in the :

battle to come. This war will
escalate, with a good portion
of it happening right here in
the good ol' U.S. of A.

These men will not go easi-
ly into the night. They do not
We must not fear
them.

. In spite of our overwhejm-
Ing conventional strength as
the world’s only “superpower"

' (a truly silly term), we are the

underdog in’this fight.

As you listen to the careful-
ly scripted rhetoric designed 1o
prepare us for the march for
war, please realize that
America is nol equipped or
seriously trained for the baitle
ahead. To be certain, our sol-
diers are much better than the
enemy, and we have some

DAYzt

- gy and tactics.

i search;angd de

component of victory . . .

excellent “dounter-terrorist™
organization§. but they are
mostly trdinefl for hostage res-
Cues, airfield seizures. or the
occasional [I'body snatch”
(which may fome in handy).
We will be fjghting a war of
annihilation, fbecause if thieir
early efforts lare any indica-
tion, our enefny is ready and

ave . already
deployed their forces in as
many as 20 cpuntries, -and are

likely living te lives of every-. -

day citizens. .
soldiers will

Simply put, our
e tasked with a
lroy; mission on
multiple , forefgn 1andscapes;
and the publid must be patient

8y and tactic§ can be worked
ouL.

For the moft part, our mili-
tary- is sull inl the process of
redefining itsqlf and presided:
over by men dnd women who,
grew up’ with t and were pro-
moted becausg they excelled
in - Cold War [doctrine, strate-
This will not be
linear warfare,
clear “centers
strike- with h
weapons., Our
ical edge wi

of gravity” to

vast technolog-

sive. Perhap
metaphor for tt
was introduced
ists themselv
hijacked ajrcra
a knife fight,

the perfect
e coming battle
by the terror-
s aboard the
1 — this will be
and it will be

Pﬁw!q{ﬂ

DEL RIO
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there will be no
gh technology -

I certainly be -
helpful, but it Wil not be deci- -
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won or lost by the ingenuity
and will of citizens and sol-
-diers, not by software or smart
bombs. We must also be
pauent with our military lead-
ers.

* Unlike Americans who are
eager to put this messy rimc
behind us, our adversaries
have time on their side, and
they will use it. They plan to
fight a battle of attrition, hop-
ing to drag the battle out until
the American public Joses ils
will 1o fight. This might be
difficult to believe in this
euphoric time of flag waving
and patriotism, but it is gener-

' ally  acknowledged. that
"America Jacks the stomach for
a Jong fight.

We need only look as far

back as Vietnam, when North
Vietnamese  General ~ Vo
Nguyen Giap (also a military
“history teacher) defeated the
United States of America with-
out ever winning a major tacti-
cal battle. Ametican soldiers
who marched to war cheered
on by flag waving Americans
in 1965 were reviled and spat
upon less than three years later
when they returned. ;

Although we hope that -

Usama Bin Laden is no Giap, !

he is certain to understand and
employ the concept. We can
expect not only large doses of
pam like the recent auacks.
but! also less audacious “sand
in the gears™ lactics. ranging
from livestock infestations 1o
allacks ar water supplies and
power distribution facilities.
These aitacks are designed 10
it us in our “comfort zone"
forcing (he average American
10 “pay more and play less™
and evenually eroding our
resolve. Bui it can only work
ifwe et .

47 FTW PA

[tis clear 10 me that the will
of the American citizenry -
you and | - is the center of
gravity (he enemy has target-
ed. It will be the fulcrum upon
which victory or defeat will
tumn. He believes us to be soft,

 impatient, and” Sclf-cefitered,
* He may be right; but if o, we.
~ must change. '

The Prussian general Carl
von Clausewitz, (the most
often quoted and least read
military theorist in history),
says that there is a “remark-
able trinity of war” that is
compased of the (1) will of the
people, (2) the political leader-
ship of the govermment, and

- (3) the chance and probability

that plays out on the field of
battle, in that order. Every
American citizen was in - the
crosshairs of last Tuesday’s
artack, not just those that were
fortunate enough to be in the
World  Trade Center or
Pentagon. The will of the
American people will decide
this war. If we are to win, it
will be because we have what
it takes 10 persevere through a
few more hits, leam from our!
mistakes, improvise, and
adapt. If we can do that, we
will eventually prevail,
Everyone I've talked 10 in
the past few days has shared a
common frustration. saying in

one form or another “| Just -

wish | could do sormething!™
You are already doing it. Just
keep faith in America, and
continue 16 support your
President and military, and the
outcome is certain,
Il we fail (0 do so, the out-
come is equally certain.
God Bless America
Dr. TONY KERN, Lt Col,
USAF (Ret)
Former Director of
Military History, USAF
Academy

DAY: i, DATE: )4 {
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Laughlin celebrates |

Hispanic Heritage Month

ALEJANDRA VALDEZ
Staff Writer

The Laughlin Hispanic
Heritage Committee celebrat-
ed. National  Hispanic
Heritage Month by hosting a .
luncheon for residents of

- Laughlin Air Force Base and
Del Rio Friday at Club XL.

In"between bites of enchi-
ladas, rice; tacos, salsa, beans
and salad, guests visited with
others sitting at the. same
table, making new acquain-
tances as Spanish music came
through a sound system.

- As the presentation began,
the Posting of the Colors and
the singing of the National
Anthem by Robert Wade was
followed by an invocation by .
Chaplain, - Lt. Col.. Carl
Swanson. Felipe Jimenez
introduced the head table,

The guest speaker was Dr.
Joseph Lopez, superintendent
of the San Felipe Del Rio
Consolidated  Independent
School District,

. Lopez said the attack the
nation lived -Sept. 11 is “a
reminder to be a better per-

- son.” _

Lopez advised, “Life isn't
a straight path, you will make
mistakes, bur it
tesilient people.”

" Lopez, who described

- SFDRCISD as 87 percent
" Hispanic, 10 percent white

and “property ‘poor” said he

‘chose to commit to. this
school district because of Del

Rio's history, its location on

the border and Laughlin AF13.
“The Rio Grande is a river
that divides or joins these
countries. It's how you
_choose to see it.”

makes.

Lopez took advantage of
his time at the podium to

“speak of the advances' SFDR-

CISD has made since his
arrival in" Del .Rio. Lopez
spoke of the honor Calderon
Elementary teacher Marta
Galindo had received that
very week in being named
Texas Teacher of the Year.
The hall was decorated

with Hispanic items such as
waler jugs, tortilla holders,

potiery and Mexican paper:

flowers, One of the walls
included
Hispanics in the military ‘and

National Hispanic Heritage:
, pro-.
- claimed by President George

Month, which was
W. Bush on Sept. 28 as run-
ning from Sept. 15 through
Oct. 15. A copy of the procla-
mation was included in the
program placed at every table
setting. :
Committee  Chairperson

Belia Stewart was excited the

total number of attendees was
closer to 150 that the estimat-
ed 109 that had been planned
for. Tables and plate settings
were quickly put.in place for
the welcomed additions. -
Stewart has been involved
in the Hispanic Heritage
Committee forl5 years. This
was her first effort as chair-
person. A secretary at LAFB,

Stewart credits her involve-

ment in the committee to her
supervisor who ‘encourages
everyone 10 be civic-minded.”

National Hispanic Heritage
Month celebrates the strug-

- Americans,
according to President Bush’s

information  of |

gles, accomplshments, contri-
butions, traditjons and cultures.
of 'Spanish and Latin
American degcendants in the

United States

30 million
ne in eight,

More th

proclamation; ‘claims a

Hispanic orig

. /9
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. how engaged in. warfare in -
. Afgbanistan. '

* Sunday at David Allen Memorial

> Rully druws up to 7, 000 |

) Bv Smtt Fltzgerald X :
) SJUfanrBr e h N 2

-__‘x.- .

for a Pride In America rally.

The inflatable man was Rickey Recru:tcr of

the United States Air Force. Rickey stood 10

feet tall with an amicable smile and did not
' hesitate 8 moment to shake someone’s hand.

“This is really cool. I've never been in any-

A very kind yet mﬂatable man made his
,way through an overflow audience gathered -
_.Thursday at David Allen Memorial Ba].lpark-‘r’

PAGE 85

Ru:key Recmter who 1 d qur to be Master

Sgi Gary Harkness director of operations and

TRIBUTE

the Air Force
and surr_ound

E, ~ who.  was
_' flatable Rickey,

c about midway
y performances
10 regerjerafe his air tanks.
He and $enior Airman
t David Speaks, an Air Force
recyuitey, arg responsible for
advertising the Air Force Expgrience, a public
relations campaign designed tg expose the ben-

PRIDE

thing like this,” said the suddenly deflated

I Yee PRIDE, Pags A3

Continued from Pags Al - -

efits and good will of the military
branch, Harkness said.

" Harkness was impressed by
Enid’s response to drum up pride

in America after the country suf-

fered its worst terrorist attack

exactly a month earlier and js -

David Alien stadium afﬁcmls

estimated up to 7,000 people -

attended the rally sponsored by
local and ! area . businesses

‘Thursday night;* Thc rally “was

held in conjunction with the
opening ‘night of American

miniature version of Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in

Washington' D.C. The memorial

will be on display through

Ballpark.
. Entertainment for the rally

. included opera diva Leona

VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, October 12, 2001

, miore than $2,800 in donations. -

" " Shornly before a beautiful fajl"
. twilight
~Veteran 'I'rz.velmg Tribute, a ..

_lary people, flreﬁghters and.

. the rally $ponsored by local and

.+ The night ended with a dns-
. play of fireworks over the ball--

Mitchell singing the national: |
anthem and Lord’s prayer. Other:
entertainment included twirling, -
choir singing and salutes 1o mili-.

police.
Thousands of people attended

aréa businesses. Proceeds from

concession sales and donarions i

will' go- toward National Red

Cross Disaster Relief Fund. - :
~AMBUCS unofficially raised |

descended, -~ Mike' '
Cooper, a trustee with the Vance: |
Development Authority and one:

of many rally speakers, told the: i
audience, “defending our way of ; !
life is° whar' binds us as: '
Americans.” ° :

pa.rk and downtown. - _
agd 1 of 1
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‘rial Ballpark Eﬁﬂm—ﬁn was u%ﬁmqm_upﬁ

q_mﬁmﬁ%mmswnmﬁzhsﬁ%% “floated into the air-and white “ Some spectators said . they. the idea of being able to do
riotism - surrounded EEd Emb o5 birds took .flight- as Hﬁgmu .. hoped that the rally would plant .gomething to- help mmm., Em 8.. :
3 _ :the national anthem, * ; the seeds of patriotism in m.ESm_ " rorist attacks. ' - . :

m_mgwamgnm:mm

EE.__ Hmﬁmuﬂm ‘were. mq.d.ﬁ 3
_mune their patriotism: and: re-

3 mg mmE mE nﬁc imam es-
mggnmﬁnﬁmssmgﬁm.
;fIve’and- opera.” singer’ Legha
£ ‘Red; ﬁzﬁguggg.

‘“pilot n.m_ummw at EB&% ‘Vance
- Air:Force wmmm ﬂ&c nw over

spect' for those killed by ‘spart- /Enid daily. .

‘ing the colars’ of their country,::

“Whisper ‘a E.&Sw mﬁ. »..n&

E e, ur...«.ﬁ.. N
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Partners In the Sky Team,:a
group formed to protect Vance
in the event of base closure
rounds, said terrorists . have

failed. The patriotism shown in -

Enid and across the country is
evidence of that, he said. .

“The idea of g—nm is mB

blazoned in the hearts. and’

minds of all of us,” he said.. -

umov_m :
“I do not think that young

‘people realized about wma._osmg

until- (the teérrorist wﬂmnwmv
said EM4m~§  Adams.

- Ypung$people Emuan a part:
Eu.ocwuccﬂ the night, perform-

ing. in og:.m Eum gﬁ_&ﬁ ,qm

. -cmw B
wm_dm —..mEF Ewmo._bn.cm Em .
Enid Twirling ‘Academy, "said

her group of twirlers was ex-

cited to wear their U.S.A ‘suits.

_ m..BE w»nm 1. > Lamb selected a few of her older -

5 genE i - _ . students for the mgﬂcﬂrﬂwgu E
- har narrow. ﬂﬂﬁ-ﬁ i

ZES o_uoum_. aUmEEmb on 9« _mcaﬂ,_jgm ¢ Ew £

mdﬁ.v&c% SE_SB E nc :
w_um said. - o v

a:uunm Potter o» mspn
.E.ocmwn her daughters ‘Karley,
'8, and Haley,"7, to watch her
oldest daughter Ashley, 16, per;.
- form with' the OEubaEm “E.u_m. .

Academy Chuoir, -

" Potier said that _-E.. wu.wm s&a :

all attend private schoals, liked

- “We talk about it mﬁ rcE_m mdn :
they've been E.mﬁbm mucﬁ itat

mn&co_ w—um .me

man.@_. EJ«B. Uas_s EE.__E con .wm .

. .renched by e-mail at dmarks
@anaaﬂn?B&- or by phone ot Ew& )

233-1508.
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singing, E.wﬁb@ _mcmHEbm local * : e.o:um pilot,” he said. -

,dd their* best for the-country as
ﬂEE&mﬂngEEmB.

““We will-do it right for this .
..munrmﬁwuaowﬁm 1o give Emn. __nmnnuwmﬂmwmﬁms.ﬁm_mmnmc.

g Oﬂmmg.

.“”"m_._mm.oﬂn. \“.. . 1 a.h years,” WmmEm. ﬂﬂm%mamcuo. . .N\ :

i E%E. ,m_msk nowumu satd. " mmm RALLY; Page 8:4.
Page 1 of 3.
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__a

> Vietnam 5525_ sn_ﬁ u w_% in m=__.._

_ 23& mnuﬁa g :
- Slaff Witer . P :

Unw?m Icamon Om noﬁnmsn ium a: %oﬁnw ﬁEE when her oozm.n
. Wc,onn O. Graham; went to serve his, country in the Vietnam War.. .

. :Graham s_e.,wnn his: ‘way up 10 EE% corporal. He was killed in’ HEn.....
“lige of duty, mcmmﬂEm mortar .45: Eocmnm m_.Ebm

xmgmgwmm seombat” =~ - °f

“*T remember-if was. _.nmuw noE s&nn we found

to my mom’s cousin's, ro:mm. Iogoa mEn her
.voice, trailing off.;

cousin Salurday when she_rubbed his name on a

<-08§ <mﬁ§um Memorial now an: &m.ﬁmw in
“David Allen Memorial Ballpark: - -

movmon wEa she would mnnn QB_BE s name .o wﬁ Em_ﬁa iro s

_composing a family gepealogy.
. OHE.SH was E:nn U@o M@ qu m_m name wnno:%m.Enm other U.S.

See MEMORIAL, ?no A3

MEMORIAL

out he was killed.;] remember Mom and Dad going -

"Hobson had another numﬂno o REmenH vn_..

sheet of paper.from a nearly full-sized replica of the -

Continued from Page Al -

casualties in Vietnam from Dec.
15-29,°1967, on a panel — one of
140 that compose the memorial.
" The Vietnam Memecrial Wall
contains 58,218 names, with six
more 1o be included in 2002, said
John Daily, a Vietnam veleran
now living in Enid who helped
coordinate gelting the traveling
wibute rn_d and plan the memor-
ial.
+ Available for viewing and
HEﬂd_uﬂEm all day and tonight,

" the American Veteran Traveling

Tribute offers people a chance.to
pay homage 1o those who served

and to those who gave their lives -

for their country- and o ensure
their E.naonmm never mmah. Daily
mma.

Eogon. “her r_._m_umun_ mﬁ<o
mgamau, Brett; and " friend,

Kendra Knouse, joined a _Ewo.

audience Saturday for an opening

onﬂ..:ocu, EE memorial “ tribute -

to ?uonnmz war veterans at En
ballpark. S

Many audience Eannnm
‘were with the Rolling Thunder
motorcycle motorcade  that
arrived from across town.

Tania Ward sang the umzouﬁ.

anthem and  Lighthouse’s

. “Somewhere in Between.”
Eight young dancers ?oE.

Lana’s ‘School of Dance n_uonoo..
graphed g Billy Joel live record.

ing, “Goodnight Saigon.” - o

. Col. Doug Raaberg, .7lsk

Flying Training Wing commant

der at Vance'Air Force:Base, was

_memorial tribute.

_+ He commended the xrnuu s
= mngom of Dance troupe who wo... :
formed before he spoke. -~ %

. “I've npever seen'a bettef

expression-of what America is.al.
-about,” ‘Raaberg said m@bn:rn_..

L3

P, SR i v

dance troupe’s unnmoﬁ:nn - Fy

one of many speakers at Em.

VANCE AFB OK
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